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Athletic Director Aims to Make an Impact

Booster Bulletin
Calendar 
of Events
SEPTEMBER
9/6-  Spirit Wear Sale at Back to  
         School Night

OCTOBER
10/3- WLHS Boosters Board Meeting 
          7:00 pm, Teachers’ Lounge
          New Members Welcome

10/27 Spirit Wear Sale at Homecoming 
          Football Game 
          Wilde Lake vs. Oakland Mills          
    
        
NOVEMBER
11/7- WLHS Boosters Board Meeting 
          7:00 pm, Teachers’ Lounge
          New Members Welcome

DECEMBER
12/5- WLHS Boosters Board Meeting 
          7:00 pm, Teachers’ Lounge
          New Members Welcome
    

JANUARY, 2019
1/2-   WLHS Boosters Board Meeting 
          7:00 pm, Teachers’ Lounge
          New Members Welcome

FEBRUARY
2/6-   WLHS Boosters Board Meeting 
          7:00 pm, Teachers’ Lounge
          New Members Welcome

Kareem Penn has served in a variety of 
roles since he first joined the staff of Wilde 
Lake High School in 2008. He has taught 
American Government, Political Science, 
and AP Government, as well as served as 
a substitute assistant principal, a varsity 
baseball coach and assistant football coach.

He will now be serving Wilde Lake 
in another role: as the 
new athletic and activities 
manager, succeeding Jean 
Vanderpool, who retired 
in June.  

In his new position, he 
is in charge of athletics for 
Wilde Lake High School, 
which has approximately 
43 sports teams. “It’s my 
job to find great coaches 
that want to work with 
our student athletes to teach them the 
fundamentals of the game and possibly 
prepare them for playing at the next level,” 
said Penn in an interview with the Bulletin. 
His responsibilities also include coordinat-
ing and finding space for various events 
and activities as well as encouraging teach-
ers to become sponsors for Wilde Lake 
various clubs.

Penn has been in education for 20 years 
and has always been a classroom teacher. 
He was named Wilde Lake Senior Teacher 
of the Year in 2014 and 2017. But the edu-
cator has always had a fondness for athlet-
ics, playing sports in school, coaching and 
earning an athletic director certification 
from McDaniel College. He also has a son, 
who is currently playing college football. 

“I connect with a lot of students inside 
the classroom but I wanted to find a way 
to have a greater impact on student’s lives,” 

said Penn. The athletic director is also look-
ing forward to using his platform to help 
support college and career readiness in stu-
dents.  

Penn received a bachelor’s degree in po-
litical science from Virginia State Univer-
sity and a Master’s in Administration and 
Supervision from Coppin State. 

As a sponsor of 
Wilde Lake’s Alpha 
Achievers, a program 
to help improve the 
academic achievement 
of African Ameri-
can males, Penn has 
seen firsthand the im-
portance and impact 
of school clubs. As 
a result, he wants to 

strengthen those clubs 
and connect student athletes with club 
sponsors. 

He is also looking forward to working 
with the Wilde Lake High School Boost-
ers Club and being able to bounce ideas off 
the group as well as use the organization’s 
resources to improve athletics at Wilde 
Lake. In addition, Penn is interested in 
leveraging the connections Boosters may 
have with businesses and corporations to 
help student athletes get acclimated to real 
life and real world situations, as well as par-
ticipate in internships.

And as the new athletic and activities 
manager, Penn plans to become a fixture in 
the Wilde Lake community, while working 
to bring back school spirit for athletics. “I 
want to work hard to bring back that luster 
that Wilde Lake had in the past when it 
came to athletics,” said Penn. 

Kareem Penn
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Michael Harrison’s ties to Wilde Lake 
High School run deep. He played on the 
school’s football team, where he was an 
all-county defensive end in his senior year. 
He  graduated in 1982 and four years later, 
began coaching at the school. He served as 
the head coach for junior varsity as well as 
the defensive and offensive coordinator for 
the varsity team. In 2009, Harrison became 
the head coach, succeeding his former high 
school coach, the legendary Doug DuVall.  
The next year the team won the Class 3A 
state championship. That same year the 
Baltimore Sun named him Football Coach 
of the Year. 

Q. What is most rewarding about coach-
ing the Wilde Lake football team? 

A. The most rewarding aspect of coach-
ing is witnessing the development of our 
athletes from boys to young men over their 
four years in our football program. Being 
able to be a part of that process, in part-
nership with the athletes families, is more 
important than wins and losses.

Q. How do you think the team will per-
form this season? 
A. We had a very young team last season 

Q & A with Football Coach Michael Harrison
 

This Year Marks his 10th Season as Head Coach of the Wildecats

and finished with a 1-8 record. We will do 
much better this season. We had a great 
off-season training cycle and our preseason 
camp has gone well so far. [An article in 
the Howard County Times said that as for 
teams that finished near the bottom of 
the 2017 standings, coaches believe Wilde 
Lake has the most potential for a big move 
up the board.]

Q. You are a math teacher. What grade 
do you teach and how long have you been 
teaching?

A. I have been teaching at Wilde Lake for 
25 years and will be teaching Algebra 1 and 
Geometry GT this year to mostly 9th and 
10th grade students.

Q. Can you tell me a lit-
tle bit about your back-
ground? 

A. I was born in Pitts-
burgh but came to Co-
lumbia in 1974 and have 
been here ever since. I did 
my undergraduate work 
at University of Mary-
land, Baltimore County 

and I received my master’s degree from 
Western Maryland College, now McDan-
iel College.

Q. What activities do you like to do in 
your spare time?

A. Is there anything else besides teaching 
and coaching?  Just kidding.  I enjoy spend-
ing time with my family, my wife Dinah 
and my daughters Katelyn and Kourtney. 
Dinah never misses a game and Kourt-
ney films all of the games for the Wilde-
cats.  [Kourtney is also a math teacher at 
Wilde Lake.] I also enjoy  reading, home 
improvement and aquariums.

Michael Harrison talks with players. Photo credit: Baltimore Sun

Become a Concession Stand Volunteer
The Wilde Lake High School Boosters Concession Stands are open at 

all home games. Concession Stand sales are one of our largest sources of 
revenue and the money raised is used to buy uniforms and equipment for 
ALL of the sports teams. Parents--this is the one place where the Boosters 
really needs your help!  We need 7 parent volunteers for each home football 
game and 2 parent volunteers for each home game for other sports (soccer, 
basketball, lacrosse, etc.) Volunteering in the Concession is fun and easy!

To volunteer at the concession stand, you do not need any experience.  
The Boosters Team stocks the Concession Stand and keeps everything run-
ning behind the scenes. Parent volunteers just need to show up and sell the 
hot dogs, soda, candy, etc. And most of the Concession Stand volunteer 
shifts are only 1-2 hours.

To volunteer go to the Boosters website and sign up for a game or two!!! 
The link is: https://www.wlhsboosters.org/concessions

https://www.wlhsboosters.org/concessions
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Name: Claudia Sweitzer

Sport: Volleyball

Year: Senior

Claudia Sweitzer has been a member of the Wil-
de Lake Varsity Volleyball Team since her freshman 
year of high school and has started every year, as 
well as serving as captain in her junior and senior 
year. She is a first-team all-county setter and a de-
fensive specialist. She finished last season with 47 
aces, 189 digs, 480 assists and 10 blocks.  One of her 
goals this season is to help her team win the county 
championship and then win the regional champi-
onship.  Sweitzer believes this is very achievable for 
the team if they work hard at practice and continue 
to grow as a team as the season progresses. 

In addition to playing volleyball, she is a member 
of the National Honor Society, the Class of 2019 
class council, and she competes in the discus and  
shot put in outdoor track and field. After gradua-
tion, she plans to attend college and study biology 
and potentially pursue a career in medicine. As of 
now, she is undecided on whether or not she would 
like to play volleyball in college.  

In the
Spotlight Meet Two of Wilde Lake’s Fall Student Athletes

Name: Osita Smith

Sport: Football

Year: Senior

Osita Smith has been a starter for the var-
sity Wilde Lake High School Football Team 
for the past two years. He plays wide receiver 
as well as outside linebacker, punter, punt 
returner and kick returner. Last fall, Smith 
had 177 yards rushing on 22 carries and 448 
yards receiving on 20 receptions. He also was 
named to the 2017 first-team all-county. 

Considered one of the best football players 
in Howard County, Smith received numerous 
scholarship offers from colleges, including 
the University of Maryland. After narrowing 
down his choices, he selected West Virginia 
University because he felt they were the per-
fect fit for the position he was being recruited 
for (safety) as they run a 3-3-5 defense and so 
does Wilde Lake. He plans to major in either 
cyber security or computer science. In addi-
tion to playing football, Smith also runs track 
and field. 
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Treasurer......................... …………Todd Pittman
Secretary ........................................ Jon Wilson
Membership ...................................Tonya Harris
Casino Night …..............................Mary Anne Varela-Spooner
Corporate Sponsorships .................Mike Aubin
Alumni Outreach ...........................Charlie Sciabarra
Member-at-Large...........................(Open)
Concessions.....................................Cindy Fisher (food shopper)
        Anne Santos (volunteer coordinator)
WLHS Athletic 
& Activities Manager......................Kareem Penn

WLHS Boosters Club Officers, 2018-2019

Did You Know?

Follow Us

Join the Boosters Club
We encourage everyone to become a member of the Wilde Lake High School 

Boosters Club. For those who are able, we encourage donations on top of the $50 
Family Membership so that we are able to continue providing a top-notch sports and 
extra-curricular activities experience for our Wildecats this year!

If you are unable to contribute the full $50 this year, we would still like you to join! 
Simply choose the “Variable amount” option and enter the amount that fits with your 
family’s budget this year. Join online and pay with a credit card at:

https://www.wlhsboosters.org/membership

The Wilde Lake High School Boost-
ers Club is a parent-led volunteer organi-
zation that raises money to support the 
athletic programs and extracurricular ac-
tivities at Wilde Lake High School. The 
money raised is primarily used to buy the 
uniforms and equipment need for our 
sports teams. 

High school athletics programs are 
expensive! How are they funded in How-
ard County?

• Howard County provides each  
         high school with $35,000 per year. 

  
• The Wilde Lake High School  

         athletic budget is $85,000 per year.

• Wilde Lake High School  
         Boosters raises about $50,000 per 

    year.   

WLHS Boosters revenue:

• Family Memberships

• Concession stand

• Spirit Wear sales

• Casino Night! event

• Corporate Sponsors

We want to thank our 2018-2019 Gold-Level Sponsors for their support. If you 
would like to become a corporate sponsor go to: 
https://www.wlhsboosters.org/corporate-sponsors

 @wlhs_boosters

@wlhsboosters

Thanks to Our Sponsors

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Council-of-the-Great-City-Schools/476853179043509
https://www.wlhsboosters.org 
https://www.wlhsboosters.org/corporate-sponsors
https://twitter.com/greatcityschls

